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WELCOME NEW ALUMNI!
Relive this year’s historic outdoor 
Commencement in the Stadium 
Complex. See page 10. 
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Nearly 1,500 students, including Joanna Dodaro ’14 of Peekskill, N.Y., received 
bachelor’s degrees on May 17 before the largest commencement audience in 
SUNY Cortland history. The graduating class of 2014 is the biggest in memory and 
its commencement was the first ever held in the Stadium Complex. 
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Red Dragon Nation has spoken…
 Why is the issue of Columns in your hands a glossy magazine instead of a newspaper? Because you 
told us that’s what you wanted. 

A total of 1,241 of you responded to our alumni communications survey — enough to give us a 
statistically valid sample — and a clear majority of you said you preferred to read Columns in a modern 
magazine format.  

You also told us that Class Notes was your favorite feature in this publication, and that you enjoyed 
information on alumni events and opportunities, features on interesting alumni and coverage of Red 
Dragon sports. 

A sizeable number of you expressed interest in an online version of Columns in addition to the 
printed magazine. We provide an electronic edition through the Alumni page on the College website, 
Cortland.edu, and will work to make it more interactive and engaging in the future. 

As we drill down through the survey data we will share our insights and use them to guide the way we 
communicate with you and your 69,000 fellow SUNY Cortland alumni. Thanks again to all who participated.
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Paying homage to
Cortland’s core

PRESIDENT'S

Message

During a recent open house, a parent told me that his daughter applied 
to our college because she wanted to become a teacher. Everybody knows, 
he said, that SUNY Cortland is “The Ivy League of teacher education.”

I thought that phrase had a nice ring to it. And the more I think about it, 
the more accurate it seems to be. 

The College was founded in 1868 as Cortland Normal School, 
specifically to educate people to become teachers. Molding bright young 
people into effective and dedicated educators was the school’s sole focus 
for nearly a century.

Today, after decades of expansion and a successful transformation into 
a broad-based, liberal arts college, more than a third of our graduates 
continue to receive teaching degrees. SUNY Cortland is home to the largest 
certified teacher education program in New York state and one of the 
largest accredited teacher education programs on the East Coast. The 
College’s internationally respected physical education program remains one 
of the nation’s strongest.

 Our graduates are in demand throughout the country, and enclaves 
of alumni can be found in school districts from Arizona to Australia. 
New York’s public schools, considered among the best in the nation, are 
filled with graduates at every level. Often, you’ll find them working 
against the odds to make a difference in the lives of poor or neglected 
children. Alumni such as Faith Hester ’88, whose efforts with students in 
Brooklyn were featured in a New York Times series last year, showcase 
SUNY Cortland’s legacy on a daily basis.

In fact, whenever teachers, coaches or school administrators are 
honored in New York state, alumni are usually named.  When Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo created a master teacher program to help the state’s most 
innovative and energetic educators become role models for other teachers, 
he made SUNY Cortland one of the original hubs. And when he wanted one 
of those new master teachers to speak about the importance of education 
during his 2014 annual State of the State address, he turned to an alumna, 
Abbey Hadzicki Albright ’02, a math teacher and soccer coach at Cortland 
Junior Senior High School. 

Our teacher education program is so well-respected that when Esther 
Hawthorne, who retired from the Syracuse (N.Y.) City School District after 

ALUMNI WHO TEACH – BY THE NUMBERS

37 years of teaching, passed away last year, she left her $1 million estate to 
SUNY Cortland to create scholarships for future teachers. Esther never 
attended our College, but she wanted to invest her life savings here 
because it was where so many of her brightest, inner-city students 
learned to become teachers. 

Educating America’s children and young adults always has been critically 
important, but it is becoming even more so as science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) skills become more vital to the global 
economy. New teaching methods, new content approaches and new 
teacher training requirements have become topics of national debate. SUNY 
Cortland is at the forefront of all of those issues. 

This spring, for example, we successfully concluded a pilot program 
that embedded some of our future math and science teachers in the 
high-needs Binghamton (N.Y.) School District for a full year. The unique 
needs of schools struggling with poverty, language barriers and a wide 
range of social issues, continue to be a high priority for the College. 
Cortland’s Urban Recruitment of Educators (CURE) program helps 
students overcome obstacles and gain the teaching skills they need to 
help young students succeed in difficult environments. 

Teaching, as so many of you know, changes lives more directly and more 
significantly than just about any other occupation. It is a career that creates 
ripples, like stones skipped across a pond. Every teacher who graduates from 
SUNY Cortland touches thousands of impressionable young minds, often 
changing the course of their lives. By the nature of what they do for a living, 
they pass on values learned at Cortland — striving for excellence, dreaming 
big, working through setbacks, helping others and leading a full, healthy life. 

The College is involved in many different areas of study. We provide 
students with the backgrounds they need to become doctors, lawyers, 
scientific adventurers, Wall Street wizards — whatever careers they can 
imagine for themselves. But teacher education, the calling that led to 
our creation nearly a century and a half ago, continues to provide SUNY 
Cortland with a solid foundation and enhances the quality of its 
reputation. And I, for one, won’t argue if somebody compares our 
programs with the Ivy League.

BY ERIK J. BITTERBAUM

640
 future teachers in Class of 2014

36,614
living alumni with education degrees

➤ ➤ 75
percent of educators who 

live in New York state 
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W hen Faith Hester ’88 left her childhood home in Brooklyn’s 
notorious Marcy public housing project to attend college 
in Cortland, she hated the thought of going back.

Marcy sits in Brooklyn’s Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood, an area 
that was better known as “Do or Die Bed-Stuy” when Hester was 
growing up there. She witnessed brutal assaults and learned first-hand 
the devastating impact of widespread heroin and crack cocaine 
addiction on her neighbors. As a child, she saw corpses wheeled out 
from her family’s apartment building on ambulance gurneys, the victims 
of deadly shootings.

Children from Marcy, like kids from many poor, urban communities, 
aren’t conditioned to believe they’ll grow up to be heroes. And yet, 
that’s exactly what Hester has become since returning to Brooklyn to 
become a humanities teacher at Susan S. McKinney Secondary School 
of the Arts — less than two miles from the violent housing project she 
was raised in.

Her dedication, and her do-what-it-takes approach to teaching, 
was highlighted as part of a major New York Times story in 
December 2013. 

“Invisible Child: Dasani’s Homeless Life,” a gripping tale of both 
hope and despair, was published as a five-part series focusing on a 
homeless girl who was one of Hester’s students. The story, by Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist Andrea Elliott, served as a lens into the lives of 
the approximately 22,000 homeless children living in New York City.

The story was lauded by readers, and Hester stood out as one of 
its most inspiring heroes — the veteran teacher brimming with energy 
and creativity despite challenging circumstances, the one who treats an 
entire classroom of students as if they all are her adopted children.

“If I have to dance, I dance,” Hester said. “If I have to do a skit, I do 
a skit. If I have to sing, I sing. I don’t care how I sound because if it 
works then I’m going to do it.”

The confidence in her voice is unmistakable. And Hester resonates 
with her students because she understands their struggles. They come 
to school hungry, from troubled home lives, many of them without 
concerned parents or guardians.

In Hester, they have a role model: a teacher who successfully 
navigated a childhood in the projects, went on to SUNY Cortland, 
earned a pair of master’s degrees in education, and returned to make a 
difference in the environment she grew up in. 

And Hester, whose last name was Shaw when she attended SUNY 
Cortland, will be the first to admit that it was all but easy.

“There is no support for being intelligent in the projects,” she said. 
“It’s not ‘cool.’ To have hope is like a jinx.”

Growing up, her values of religious faith and education were 
different from the children around her. There were no peer discussions 
of career aspirations or college plans. So when Hester fell in love with 
learning at an early age, it made her an oddity.

She was the fifth in a single-parent family of six children. Her oldest 
brother would become a lawyer, her middle brother an Air Force pilot 
and her youngest brother a psychologist, but a 16-year age difference 
separated Faith from those older siblings. A younger sister, born with 
Down syndrome, was much closer in age, but she required the majority 
of their mother’s attention. Her father came in and out of her life.

“I felt like I didn’t fit any place,” said Hester, recalling the time she 
read The Scarlet Letter in an advanced writing course and immediately 
sympathized with its condemned protagonist. 

BY MICHAEL BERSANI Assistant Editor

Faith against the odds
A gifted teacher makes a 
difference in young lives  PH
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Fights never break out in Hester’s classroom because her childhood in Brooklyn’s Marcy housing project has helped her sense them before they start. 
“Those kinds of instincts are built in,” she said. 
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Cortland’s
commitment 

Each year, Cortland’s Urban 
Recruitment of Educators 
(C.U.R.E.) program places talented 
SUNY Cortland graduates in 
high-needs city classrooms across 
New York. Students in education-
focused majors receive a $4,000 
annual scholarship and take 
special courses on urban 
education in exchange for two 
years of service. Since 1998, more 
than 100 students have been 
admitted to the competitive 
scholarship program, supported 
by the Cortland College 
Foundation. For more informa-
tion, visit cortland.edu/cure. 

Years later, the same mother 
who berated Hester stopped her 
in a grocery store. The woman’s 
troubled daughter had righted 
her path and settled into a 
career. “God bless you,” the 
woman told Hester, offering her 
thanks and a hug.

Those small victories are the 
ones that cause tears to well in 
Hester’s eyes and the reason she 
exudes enthusiasm with every 
lesson. More than standardized 
test scores, those stories that 
can’t be quantified help define 
her success. 

Hester’s classes often turn 
into counseling sessions about 
poverty, homelessness and abuse. 
Students trust her, abiding by the 
rule that no personal stories are 
shared outside the walls of her 
classroom. Even those students 
with a history of acting out know 
better than to disrupt Miss Hester’s lessons with fights.

Several former students have been killed by violence during her 
career, including one who returned every fall to help set up her 
classroom. Rather than burning out on grief or sadness, she finds hope 
in their examples.

“As you mature as a teacher, success starts to look different,” 
Hester said. “From where these kids are coming from, success can just 
mean exposure.”

Hester today lives in Brooklyn’s Clinton Hill neighborhood, 
although parts of her Marcy Projects upbringing stick with her — 
namely the Christian faith she grew up with and the memories, both 
good and bad, that shaped her. 

As the New York Times series suggests, students in poor, urban 
classrooms thrive with teachers like Hester. She understands their 
struggles because she’s lived them. And rather than succumbing to 
hopelessness or making a permanent escape, she returned, armed with 
a SUNY Cortland education, determined to make a difference. 

“These kids, they need an advocate now more than ever,” she said. 
Fortunately for them, they have Faith.

The violence and apathy boiling around her were too much. With 
the help of a high school guidance counselor, Hester looked to 
accelerate her studies and move on to college. Her guidance counselor 
suggested SUNY Cortland, a place Hester never had heard of, because 
of the College’s teaching reputation.

“My only criteria was to be far, far away,” she said. “I was like, ‘Just 
get me out of this city.’”

The Central New York winter required some adjustment, but 
Hester, an Educational Opportunity Program (EOP) student, thrived 
almost from the start. In Cortland she met like-minded people with 
big-picture aspirations. She also discovered the New York Public 
Interest Research Group (NYPIRG), which allowed her to travel across 
the state and lobby for important social causes.

“I was in heaven because I loved to learn,” Hester said. 
But life wasn’t perfect.
Hester hated the idea of returning home to Brooklyn during holiday 

breaks so she stayed in Cortland, even on Christmas. And in Cortland, at 
times, there was a major disconnect with the people around her. Many 
of her classmates did not grow up with black friends. In town, she 
encountered community members who were outwardly racist.

Favorite courses and professors often brought her salvation, but 
even the classroom presented its challenges. A professor once read one 
of Hester’s essays aloud to the entire class as a sign of praise, but 
Hester remembers feeling more embarrassed than flattered.

“You’re talking about someone who had been harassed for being 
intelligent,” she said, thinking back to her childhood. “I don’t know that 
I went back to that class.”

Hester knew she could help children facing that same kind of 
dysfunctional environment. So, even though she never wanted to live 
another day in Marcy Projects, she returned to Brooklyn as a teacher. It 
turned out to be her calling. 

“When I first started teaching, I was like, ‘You shouldn’t even have 
to get paid to do this,’” said Hester, recalling her first job in a special 
education classroom in the Fort Greene Projects.

In her classroom, Hester relies more on her own creativity and 
instinct than she does on training from a textbook. She tries to avoid 
letting the “cosmetics,” a word she uses to describe administrative 
benchmarks, tangle up her techniques.

“They’ll say, ‘You need to play by the rules, Hester,’” she said, 
referring to her administrators and teaching counterparts. “I’m a rule 
follower but I’m also unorthodox. I can get to the same place in a much 
different way and to me that’s all right.

“At the end of the day, the kids matter. They’re what matter to me.”
In a school where most students qualify for free or reduced-price 

meals, Hester’s biggest challenge isn’t the teenager who misbehaves or 
refuses to complete a homework assignment. She said her toughest 
obstacles are adults — both the education officials who struggle to 
find the true pulse of a classroom and the parents who refuse to take 
meaningful interest in their children’s progress.

The latter suffer from what Hester calls “the projects mentality,” 
and it has existed since she was a student. Hester often will make 
appeals to them — sometimes visiting their homes — to let them 
know the dangerous lives their children are headed for. Their responses 
can be surprising.

“They’ll say, ‘Well, I didn’t finish high school and I turned out OK,’” 
she said. “Or they’ll ask, ‘Why are you trying to give my kid hope?’”

Still, Hester persists.
Several years ago, the mother of a former student yelled at Hester 

for visiting the family’s house and expressing concern about the 
woman’s daughter. Hester predicted the student would become 
pregnant as a teenager, and the young girl’s mother responded by 
cursing at Hester. The girl gave birth at age 15.

“I’m not discouraged from going to people’s houses,” Hester said. 
“I’m discouraged that people don’t want to hear it.”
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A New York Times reporter observed Hester’s classroom over several months 
during the 2012-13 school year for an in-depth piece detailing the struggles of 
homeless children in New York City.



Desert dragons
Young teachers find opportunity in Arizona
BY MICHAEL BERSANI Assistant Editor

Roughly 2,350 miles and an average temperature difference of 
about 25 degrees separate Cortland, N.Y., from metropolitan 
Phoenix, Arizona, where David Dart ’13 now lives. The ice 

scraper that got Dart, an Upstate New York native, through Cortland’s 
seemingly endless winters now comes in handy to clear his car 
windshield after dust storms.

It’s not the only tool Dart acquired in Cortland that’s adapted well 
to his new desert home. His teaching degree enabled him to make the 
cross-country move just weeks after graduation to where a full-time 
teaching position was waiting for him in Arizona.

“To know I had a job was amazing,” said Dart, who landed a special 
education position midyear at an elementary school. “It seemed like 
they really wanted SUNY Cortland teachers.”

The “they” in this case was Cartwright School District No. 83, a 
massive system of elementary and middle schools with 19,000 students 
in kindergarten through eighth grade. 

Each year, Cartwright hopes to recruit five to eight teaching 
graduates from Dart’s alma mater, according to Dave Santellanes, the 
teacher recruiter for the district. Out of the more than 250 colleges 
and universities from which Cartwright pulls teachers, SUNY Cortland 
ranks in the top 10.

The College's teachers are well trained in effective classroom 
strategies, Santellanes said. They are able to tailor their instruction and 
map out lessons that are relevant to their students. And they also are 
traveling a well-worn path.

Nearly 500 alumni, with class years from the 1960s to 2013, reside in 
Arizona. The majority of them are teachers.

Arizona — along with California, Texas and Colorado — is among 
the farthest flung of the 15 states in which 95 percent of all alumni with 
teaching degrees live. New York, predictably, has the greatest share with 
a jaw-dropping 27,000. A far distant second is Florida, with close to 
1,700, followed by North Carolina with more than 900.

Leah Varney Jaynes ’03, M.S.Ed. ’05 landed her job with the 
Cartwright district shortly after graduating and made the quick winter 
move to Arizona to begin teaching in January 2006. She’s been there 
ever since. 

Jaynes teaches a technology elective to seventh and eighth graders. 
She explained that Cartwright is a high-poverty, high-needs district. 
Many students are considered English Language Learners (ELL), which 
means they are unable to communicate fluently in English and require 
specialized instruction.

It’s an environment SUNY Cortland students are well prepared for, 
she said. 

The blossoming partnership between the Cartwright district and 
the College is unusual in that it essentially guarantees full-time teaching 
jobs for graduates at a time when those positions are hard to earn. In 
New York state, for instance, currently more than twice as many 
childhood educators are being trained for the projected demands of 
the profession, according to the state’s education department and labor 
bureau. 

It helps that the Cartwright district recruits at the College in 
November, when snowflakes first start to fly, joked John Shirley, SUNY 
Cortland’s director of career services.

 “For the past few years, the picture has been grim not just for our 
graduates but for teachers in general,” Shirley said. “I think our students 
are seeing this as a light at the end of the tunnel — maybe I can go off 
into the sun and be successful.”

Where do alumni teach?
Red Dragons lead classrooms throughout the world. All but about 5 percent of them, however, are clustered in 15 states. *

NY

PA NJ

MA
CT

MD

VA

NC

SC

GA

FL

TX

CO

AZ

CA

1. New York ....................27,001
2. Florida..........................1,681
3. North Carolina ...........905
4. Virginia ........................693
5. California ....................627
6. New Jersey ..................588
7. Pennsylvania ...............539
8. Massachusetts ...........469
9. Connecticut ................421
10. Maryland .....................415
11. Georgia ........................309
12. Texas ............................693
13. Arizona ........................278
14. South Carolina ...........269
15. Colorado .....................240
*	Data	reflects	all	living	alumni	
	 with	teaching	degrees,	including
 retirees
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Philanthropy for the future
Making a planned gift to the College is a wonderful way to show your support and 

appreciation for SUNY Cortland while accommodating your own personal, financial, 
estate-planning and philanthropic goals. 

For more information, contact Jill Mirabito, major and planned giving officer, at   
jill.mirabito@cortland.edu or 607-758-5309 or visit cortland.edu/giftplanning.

Abbey Hadzicki Albright ’02, a math teacher and soccer coach at 
Cortland Junior Senior High School, was selected by Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
to speak on behalf of the new Master Teacher program during Cuomo’s 
2014 State of the State address. “I told them how I am a mother to three 
boys who will be growing up in the New York state education system and 
they deserve top-rated schools and first-rate teachers,” said Albright, who 
is married to Ben Albright ’03, a teacher and coach in the Cortland 
Enlarged City School District.

In the spotlight

Esther Hawthorne never attended 
SUNY Cortland. But when the 
retired Syracuse (N.Y.) teacher drew 

up her will, she left almost all of her more 
than $1 million estate to the College.

“Education was first and foremost to 
Aunt Esther,” her niece, Inez Baker, said. “As a 
teacher, she worked with children who she 
knew could be successful in college, but 
came from families who couldn’t afford to 
send them. She wanted to help make sure 
that students who are college material have 
the ability to get to go to college.”

Hawthorne’s $1 million bequest — one of 
the most generous gifts ever received by 
SUNY Cortland — will be used to create a 
scholarship fund for ambitious students with 
financial need.

Hawthorne, who spent 25 years of her 
37-year career teaching in the Syracuse City 
School District, passed away in May 2013 at 
the age of 95. 

Although she did not have children, 
Hawthorne had grown up on a farm during the 
Great Depression, and could relate to students 
whose families had trouble making ends meet. 
Her three sisters picked strawberries during 
the summers to raise money to send 
Hawthorne to Oswego State Teacher’s College 
(now SUNY Oswego), and Hawthorne did 
housework to pay for her room and board. 
She eventually earned advanced degrees from 
Syracuse University.

“My aunt knew what it was like to scrimp 
and watch every penny,” Baker said of 
Hawthorne, whose husband had worked on 

the New York State Barge Canal. 
“She lived very modestly in the 
house they bought in 1949, 
paid cash for anything she 
needed and paid attention 
to the interest on the 
money she saved.”

Many of Hawthorne’s 
students in Syracuse wanted 
to follow in her footsteps to 
become teachers. Most of 
them went on to attend 
SUNY Cortland, which offers 
the largest accredited teacher 
education program in the 
Northeast and was within an 
hour’s drive of their homes, Baker 
said. Because of that, Hawthorne 
decided to focus her scholarship 
program in Cortland.

“The College is extremely grateful for 
this generous gift,” said Kimberly Pietro, 
SUNY Cortland’s vice president for 
institutional advancement. “We will make 
sure that Esther’s legacy continues the work 
she dedicated her life to.” 

A teacher’s legacy
BY FREDERIC PIERCE Editor
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Digging deep for others

Since retiring 16 years ago, Karen Collier 
Flewelling ’64, a longtime high school physical 
education teacher and field hockey coach, has 
gained some unique insight into the best way 
to promote education for children in the 
developing world. 

Her recommendation: Dig a well. 
Or maybe buy a goat.
“We all know education is the key, and by 

drilling wells, we give girls an opportunity to get 
that education,” said Flewelling, noting that 
young women in many rural communities in 
Africa and South America are expected to carry 
water over long distances, a back-breaking, 
time-consuming task that takes away from time 
they could devote to studies. 

Flewelling, who has dedicated her retire-
ment years to humanitarian efforts that carry 
her around the globe, puts action behind her 
words. 

To date, Flewelling has drilled or repaired 32 
wells in remote, arid lands while funding 10 
cisterns and 34 water filters. She has brought 
food to hungry families in South America and 
delivered vital medical supplies to children in 
Asia. She made possible the purchase and 
delivery of scores of goats in Tanzania, soccer 
balls and school supplies in Nepal, and 
smokeless stoves in El Salvador.

In all, the former physical education major 
has made 20 separate trips from her home in 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., to 14 developing 
countries since 2005. 

 “I am a one woman show,” said Flewelling, 
who pays for her own airfare, lodging and food 
when she travels on service trips. All donations 

Pulling people together
Over the course of a 
nearly 40-year career, 
Jerrold Stein ’74 
managed to build 
something at 
24,500-student SUNY 
Stony Brook Univer-
sity that many at 
SUNY Cortland take 
for granted: a sense of 
community.  

As the recently retired associate vice 
president for student affairs and dean of 
students at the Long Island campus — one of 
SUNY’s internationally respected research 
institutions — Stein managed more than 600 
staff members and two student centers that 
attract more than 1.1 million visitors annually.

“We’ve worked hard to create a warm and 
supportive environment for our students,” 
Stein said. “That’s been a particular challenge 
because we’re a large research university. But 
we’ve made significant gains in the 38 years I’ve 
been here.”

Stein created Stony Brook’s program for 
first-year students, expanded themed living 
centers, established its mental health-  
counseling center, co-founded and taught at 
the School of Social Welfare Specialization in 
Higher Education and breathed life into the 
Red Watch Band program, a national 
peer-oriented movement to educate against 
toxic drinking.

 “Jerry is the essence of the kind of 
community both staff and students want to 
be a part of,” said another Cortland graduate, 
Ellen Driscoll ’82, assistant dean of students at 
Stony Brook University.

Three educators honored as ‘distinguished alumni’

Cortland pride personified
The three graduates selected for the SUNY Cortland Alumni Association’s most prestigious honor this year have something in common with 
many Red Dragons: They are all successful educators. Whether it’s building on a physical education career to help disadvantaged Third World 
children, helping teachers provide effective sex education in an often-confusing world, or somehow creating a strong sense of community at a 
24,500-student research university, this year’s awardees have made the world a better place. They each received the Distinguished Alumni 
Award on July 12 during the 2014 Alumni Reunion Weekend luncheon in Corey Union.

she collects go to The Community Foundation 
of the Greater Capital Region, which supports 
her initiatives. “I go to the countries to make 
sure the money is going where it should be,” 
she said.

Flewelling documents her latest volunteer 
work on the website, drillingforhope.org, and 
has written a book, Drilling	for	Hope:	One	
Woman’s	Work	to	Provide	Clean	Water, to 
support future trips.

Teaching healthy sex
Susan Milstein ’95 
is an expert in 
conversations that 
make middle school 
students giggle and 
grownups fidget. 
This researcher, 
author, editor, 
consultant and 
resident “sexpert” at 
Montgomery 

College in Rockville, Md., not only tackles 
touchy subjects but helps develop teachers 
who can effectively communicate about 
human sexuality.

Milstein is a health education professor at 
Montgomery College and leads its annual “Ask 
a Sexpert” seminar. She’s also a part-time 
faculty member at George Washington 
University, serves as associate editor of the 
American	Journal	of	Sexuality	Education and 
is co-chair of the 2014 Annual Conference for 
the American Association of Sexuality 
Educators, Counselors and Therapists.

She has authored or edited about a 
dozen publications, including sex-education 
teaching manuals on topics ranging from 
puberty to the influence of the Internet. One 
of her guides, Teaching	Safer	Sex, earned a 
national book award. 

 The founder of Milstein Consulting in 
2008, she has made dozens of professional 
and community presentations on senior-
citizen sexuality, HIV/AIDS, online relationships 
and a host of other topics. She is a master 
certified health education specialist, a certified 
sexuality educator and serves on a dozen 
committees and advisory boards.

“I am proud to say the incredible training 
I received as a health education major at 
SUNY Cortland has had a great deal of 
impact on my career,” said Milstein. “The 
professors I had at Cortland … ignited a fire in 
me to not only be an outstanding health 
educator, but to also help the next genera-
tion the way they helped me.”

Make a nomination
To nominate an exceptional graduate to be honored 
as “Distinguished,” you may use an online form at 
cortland.edu/alumni under “Awards” or contact the 
Alumni Affairs Office at alumni@cortland.edu or 
607-753-2516 for a paper form. Nominees for 2015 
will be accepted until Feb. 15, 2015.
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Robert D. Hofmann ’82 has led Vermont’s 
largest government department and moved 
seamlessly between executive roles in the 
private and public sectors. This spring, he 
became the 13th inductee into the SUNY 
Cortland Academic Hall of Fame.

As a new Hall of Fame honoree, 
Hofmann, now the senior vice president and 
senior operations officer of Union Bank in 
Morrisville, Vt., addressed the 2014 Presi-
dent’s List reception, which recognizes the 
College’s top academic achievers. 

From 2008 to 2011, Hofmann was 
secretary of human services for the State of Vermont, managing the 
state’s largest, most complex division. In that role, he managed nearly half 
of Vermont state government. Previously, he had been the state’s 
commissioner of corrections, a post he accepted in 2005 after serving 
Vermont’s commissioner of finance and management.

At Union Bank since 2011, Hofmann currently supervises the deposit 
and electronic operations, marketing, information technology and 

Versatile leader honored
merchant card services. Before his career in public service, Hofmann had 
been senior vice president, director of business services at Chittenden 
Bank in Burlington, Vt. 

After earning a B.A. in history with a minor in management, and 
graduating summa cum laude from SUNY Cortland, Hofmann obtained 
an M.B.A. in marketing and finance from the Columbia University 
Graduate School of Business in New York City. He completed an 
additional concentration in public and non-profit management and 
served as a coordinator for Oxfam, an international organization that 
fights poverty. 

Hofmann is a board member of Vermont Public Television, the 
Vermont Technology Council and ReBuild Waterbury. He is a former 
board member of the Vermont Housing Conservation Board, the 
Vermont State Retirement Fund, Vermont Chamber of Commerce and 
the SUNY Cortland Alumni Association

The Academic Hall of Fame honors SUNY Cortland alumni who 
graduated 10 or more years ago with magna cum laude or higher honors 
who have made significant contributions to society through their chosen 
professions. The Hall of Fame wall is located in the Dorothea “Dottie” 
Kreig Allen Fowler ’52, M ’74 Old Main Grand Entrance Hall.

Long before University at Albany Professor Gary S. Kleppel ’73 
became an expert in sustainable agriculture and started running 
a small, organic farm in upstate New York, he was a kid from 

Monsey, Rockland County, majoring in biology at SUNY Cortland.
There weren’t many farms where he came from.
“I remember driving up to Cortland and seeing the cows on the 

hillsides and that whole landscape looked just so comfortable and 
peaceful,” said Kleppel, a professor of biological sciences and the director 
of the biodiversity, conservation and policy program at the University at 
Albany. “I was drawn to that, but I didn’t do anything about it for years 
and years.”

Kleppel returned to his alma mater this spring as the keynote speaker 
at “Transformations,” SUNY Cortland’s annual celebration of student 
research and creative work. His talk used personal lessons from his farm 
to discuss the importance of a “big picture” approach to answering 21st 
century environmental challenges.

“As I became more involved in agriculture, I started seeing my 
science in a different way,” said Kleppel, who runs the farm with his wife, 
Pam Wenger Kleppel ’74, the accounting manager for Albany Law School. 
“When you’re an ecologist and you look at the landscape, you see it as an 
objective observer; a farmer is anything but an objective observer.”

Before he was a farmer with a Ph.D. in marine biology, Kleppel was a 
respected oceanographer who had risen to national prominence 
studying the impact of suburban sprawl on coastal ecosystems. He 
became interested in land use and made it his focus when he moved 
back to the Northeast region in the 1990s.

In upstate New York, he saw sprawl impacting rural landscapes where 
agriculture was the primary use. 

“I saw that if I was going to (conduct research), I was going to need to 
know something about farming,” Kleppel recalled. “I said to my wife, 
‘Why don’t we just buy some sheep and see if we can keep them alive 
for a winter?’”

They started with approximately 15 acres and a dream and have now 
successfully operated Longfield Farm, near Altamont, N.Y. for more than 

Edible ecology: A biologist learns through farming

University at Albany 
Professor Gary S. 
Kleppel ’73 and his wife, 
Pam Wenger Kleppel ’74, 
have operated a small 
organic farm in upstate 
New York for more than 
a decade.

BY MICHAEL BERSANI Assistant Editor

a decade. Their small family farm produces grass-fed lamb, artisan breads, 
wool and free-range poultry and eggs.

Throughout the entire farming adventure, Kleppel has continued his 
day job as a scientist and college professor. But don’t mistake the farm 
for a hobby. It’s a major time commitment — some days he wakes up 
around 2 a.m. — that has helped make him one of the most well-round-
ed experts in the field. 

“To solve 21st century problems, we’ll be a lot better off if we learn to 
work across disciplines, which is very difficult,” Kleppel said. “It’s necessary 
for the next generation of scientists not only to understand science but 
also to cross over into other disciplines and be able to interact.”

Kleppel’s “Transformations” talk meshed well with SUNY Cortland’s 
leadership on campus sustainability issues. 

The College this spring began using power generated by 3,600 new 
solar panels installed on campus, including a roughly 2,400-panel “farm” on 
the fields near Route 281 on the west end of campus. In the fall, SUNY 
Cortland became the first public school in New York to commit to using 
100 percent “green” electricity and the only SUNY campus invited into the 
federal Environmental Protection Agency’s Green Power Leadership Club. 



SUNY Cortland celebrated the largest undergraduate 
Commencement in its nearly 150-year history this year with two 
undergraduate ceremonies in the Stadium Complex. 

A total of 2,080 seniors officially became alumni on May 17, with 
nearly 1,500 of them walking across the stage before a stadium 
packed with applauding friends and family. A sunny day greeted the 
new graduates as President Erik J. Bitterbaum presided over the first 
commencement ever held in the complex. 

An estimated 11,000 guests attended the two undergraduate 
ceremonies, roughly twice as many as the College is normally able to 
allow. The ceremony included the awarding of honorary degrees to 
two former SUNY Cortland students: Barbara J. Ryan ’74, secretariat 
director of the Intergovernmental Group on Earth Observations in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and Wang Gongxin, an internationally respected 
Chinese video artist who was a visiting student at SUNY Cortland in 
1987 and 1988. 

“This is truly an extraordinary class of students and I am thrilled 
to help them begin the next phase of their lives with a truly 
extraordinary event,” Bitterbaum said.

To view dozens of images of the ceremonies, visit the May 
edition of Moments at www.reddragonnetwork.org

Blue skies, bright futures

10 SUMMER 2014 • COLUMNS 



Learn about alumni programming for Red Dragons who graduated within the last decade.  
coRtLanD.eDu/ignite

SunY coRtLanD Young aLuMni

Adults-Only Alumni Week, Sept. 2 to 5
• Waterfront, campfires and a sunset cruise 
• Private bathrooms and great food

Digital Photography for Beginners, Sept. 14 to 18
• Professional instruction at your level 
• Subject matter abounds

Life in the Woods, Sept. 21 to 26
• Naturalists Judith Thaler and Wayne Robins 
• Visit Wild Center in Tupper Lake
• Includes luncheon cruise on the Durant
• Tour Great Camp Sagamore

One Square Mile of Hope, Sept. 13
• Help reclaim Guinness record 
• Rooms and boats available at Antlers
• Proceeds support breast cancer research
• Event information at onesquaremileofhope.org

Detailed information and reservation forms can be found on 
our website cortland.edu/rl-events.

Extend Your Summer
with a September visit to Raquette Lake!

All Red Dragons are invited to join other alumni and friends at
Antlers on Raquette Lake for one of the following great programs.
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Announcing the
Red Dragon Network:
keeping alumni in touch

ALUMNI

Perspective

BY MICHAEL SGRO  Executive	Director	of	Alumni	Affairs

As promised, the alumni engagement team 
continues to connect alumni. On behalf of the 
Alumni Association, I am proud to announce 
the creation of a new, innovative way to 
communicate. The Red Dragon Network serves 
as a valuable tool for alumni to have meaning-
ful engagement opportunities online with our 
network of 69,000 alumni. All are encouraged 
to update their information and serve as a 
resource for one another. 

Your online network presents benefits and 
services that are available to all alumni. With 
features that connect you to all social media, 
rewarding volunteer opportunities, access to 
career services and the updated online 
directory, the network is a quick and easy way 
to always keep in touch with SUNY Cortland.

For the first time ever, reunion registration 
can be done online. Now you can also view 
who else is attending.

Do you have news to share? Or are you 
interested in what your fellow classmates are 
doing? The Red Dragon Network allows you to 
share and view class notes that are updated in 
real time. 

We encourage you to go online, login and 
experience what news, events and photos 
have been posted by fellow graduates. Visit us 
at www.RedDragonNetwork.org or go to the 
SUNY Cortland website and select “alumni” to 
be redirected.

Our alumni engagement team is dedi-
cated to providing you with optimum 
benefits. We want you to be proud of your 
alma mater. Remember, it’s always a great day 
to be a Red Dragon. 

It is my pleasure 
to write to you as 
the new president of 
your alumni 
association. Yes, this 
is your association, 
and many good 
things are happening 
at SUNY Cortland.

Over the next 
two years, I will 
share some of the 
work the SUNY 

Cortland Alumni Association Board of 
Directors and the Alumni Engagement Office 
is doing to enhance your experiences and 
interactions with SUNY Cortland. 

After all, we are all members of the 
growing Cortland family.

This May, the College graduated the largest 
class in its history. The members of the Class of 

Fostering alumni connections

2014 join previous graduates to increase our 
total number of living alumni to more than 
69,000. What a family!

Families are all about connections and 
shared experiences. Like me, when you reflect 
on Cortland you probably think of your 
roommates, close friends, team or club 
members, and perhaps fraternity or sorority 
brothers or sisters. However, your Cortland 
family is much larger than you might think. One 
never knows where life may take us for jobs, 
pleasure or new beginnings. But, wherever we 
might find ourselves, chances are other 
Cortland graduates are there as well.

Families also include strong connections 
that reach across generations. Since joining the 
board of directors four years ago, I have built 
connections with Cortland grads from the 1940s 
to 2014. I have discovered that my Cortland 
family extends far beyond the great people I 
knew at Cortland during the early 1970s.

continued	on	page	22

SUNY Cortland Alumni Association Board 
of Directors 
Gary DeBolt ’73
 President
Deborah DeProspo Gloor ’76
 Vice President
Joseph Eppolito ’74
 Treasurer
Peter Kanakaris ’70
 Immediate Past President
Michael Sgro
 Executive	Director
Erik J. Bitterbaum	(ex-officio)
Rich Cecconi ’74
Carolyn Cooke ’66
Peter Dady ’74
Dorothea M. Kreig Fowler ’52, M ’74
 Cortland	College	Foundation	Board		

Representative
Carl Gambitta ’63
Ronnie Genee ’03
Michael Kennerknecht ’01
Joseph Lawless ’87
Titilayo Morgan ’99
Brian Newman ’84
Jamie Piperato ’12
Ronnie Sternin Silver ’67
Nancy Niskin Sorbella ’82
Cheryl Singer Sullivan ’81
Carol Statkevicus Suto ’73
Gordon Valentine ’68
Robert Vinal ’71
Dan Walker ’06
Judy Wolfe ’84

Emeritus Alumni Association Board 
of Directors
Marian Natoli Atkinson ’54 
Jeffery T. Beal ’76
Harry Bellardini ’56 
Marjorie Dey Carter ’50 
Bonnie King Comella ’88 
Paul Fardy ’63
James Newlands ’65 
Carole Wilsey Phillips ’48 
Elizabeth Pujolas ’86 
Gloria Quadrini ’59 
Arnold Rist ’47
Kathleen Hoefert Schuehler ’78
Essie Eckler Vangeli ’47  

BY GARY DEBOLT ’73 President,	SUNY	Cortland	Alumni	Association
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Class Notes

Marian Maxim Kimsey ’36 attended the Oct. 4 
SUNY Cortland Alumni Association social event 
in Kansas City, Kansas. There she and her 
grandson, Ted Smith, met SUNY Cortland 
President Erik J. Bitterbaum.

1945
Lillian Stafford Craig-Dellow turned 90 on 

April 29. The Cortland Standard profiled the 
former Homer, N.Y., schoolteacher, who raised 
six children and continued working as a 
substitute teacher until she was 75. Lillian lives 
in Cortlandville, N.Y.

After retiring in 1992, Charlotte Smith Sheldon ’46 
traced her four grandparents’ bloodlines to their 
New England origins in the 1600s. Charlotte, 
shown with her daughter, Wendy Black, on her 
left, has used her research knowledge and 
considerable teaching experience to give free 
genealogical lessons at a Thousand Oaks, Calif., 
senior center since 2002. 

Otis Sennett ’49 and 
Alan Mallanda ’63, M ’73 
were inducted into the 
inaugural class of the 
New York State Athletic 
Administrators Hall of 
Fame on March 14 in 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 
Otis of Baldwinsville, 
N.Y., pictured, was honored as a member of the 
association’s original organizing committee. Otis 
helped organize its first conference and was 
honored with several state and national awards. 

1954
David Bailey was inducted as an honorary 

member of SUNY Oneonta’s Athletic Hall of 
Fame on Sept. 21, in acknowledgement of his 16 
years as the college’s first athletic trainer, 
starting in 1963, and then his two years as 
athletic director.

1956
 Kingdon Van Nostrand of Vero Beach, Fla., 

joined a four-man team representing the U.S. in 
the most recent Senior ITF World Tennis Team 
Championships in Austria. The team captured 
the championship. King was part of the doubles 
team that won that event and was the 
runner-up in the singles event. King accepted 
his 15th world championship and marked the 
6th consecutive time he has reached the finals 
in the individual championships, setting two 
senior records. In March, he claimed three more 
victories in the USTA-Florida West Coast Super 
Senior tennis series Category II tournament in 
St. Petersburg, winning in the 80s singles age 
group. He now has won 52 consecutive USTA 
senior Florida tournaments since 2002. His state 
individual record is 189-0.

Twins Herbert Friedman ’56, shown on the 
left, and Norman Friedman ’56 celebrated 
their 80th birthdays in May. Herb retired as 
superintendent of schools at Hawthorne 
Cedar Knolls, a public special act school 
district for children with special needs in 
Westchester County, then supported 
educators as executive director of Southern 
Westchester School Cooperative Health Plan 
through 2012. He continues to “lead” as 
president of his homeowners’ association and 
serves as a trustee on his temple board. Norm, 
who retired as director of the Hawthorne 
Cedar Knolls Residential Treatment Center, 
carries on his important work by teaching child 
abuse prevention workshops — particularly to 
those involved in summer camp. He has a 
published book, Inoculating	Your	Children	
Against	Sexual	Abuse:	What	Every	Parent	
Should Know!

Fostering alumni connections

Follow us 
on

Twitter!
@CortlandAlumni
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1958
Martin “Marty” Pine keeps in touch with 

Thomas Shea and Richard Adler ’55. “Our 
years at Cortland and being part of Delta Kappa 
are always in our memories,” he wrote.

Classmates from 1960 gathered in mid-March at 
Club Med in Florida. They included Renee 
Lamkay, Sandra Bernstein Guttentag, Marion 
Sternberg Pollack, Joan Rothblatt Sadoff, 
Rochelle Smuckler Riven, Marcia Sussman 
Korotkin, Enid Davis Fleisher and Jane Platt 
Liebler. “Cortland sowed the seeds from which 
our friendships took root and today that 
friendship tree still bears fruit,” Joan writes. 
“The branches may be a bit heavier and the 
bark a tad gnarled and some of the leaves have 
fallen off never to return but the core of our 
friendship remains.”

Attending the recent Sigma Delta Phi Fall Reunion were, first row from the left, Marilyn 
Mishkin Silberglied ’61, Fran Berks Hynds ’63, Rita Coffield Podair ’64 and Virginia “Ginny” 
Allen Lammers ’62; and second row, Carol Seidenfeld Bassen ’61, Bette Salmowitz ’61, 
Stephanie “Penny” Brown Simmonds ’63, Marta Watts McIvor ’64 (a friend of the sisters) and 
Annie Garlick Freeman ’63.

1964
Last summer, 51 years after first climbing Blue 

Mountain while attending physical education 
camp at Camp Huntington on Raquette Lake, 
Joanne Fedder Brewer achieved the summit 
once again with her sister-in-law. She marvels at 
all the changes in her life and in the mountains, 
but cherishes the natural beauty that remains. 
“Life is good,” she writes.

Former Nu Sig sisters from the Class of 1964 gathered last fall at the home of Sally Fitzgerald Soule 
in Victor, N.Y. Present, from left, were Bonnie Robbins Dorschel, Angela Zaccarello Stortz, 
Patricia Manley Drum, Sally and Janet Guaspari Stratton. 

1966
The University of California at Davis 

chancellor appointed Suad Joseph as faculty 
adviser to the chancellor, to serve as a liaison 
with the faculty. Suad, who is a distinguished 
professor of anthropology and women’s 
studies, also was recognized for her teaching, 
scholarship and service with the 2014 UC Davis 
Prize for Undergraduate Teaching and Scholarly 
Achievement. Established in 1986, the $45,000 
prize was created to honor faculty who are 
both exceptional teachers and scholars. 

1967
James Benham of Pleasanton, Calif., retired 

after 46 years in the defense industry. He was 
involved in companies that manufactured and 
marketed products used in electronic warfare, 
missile seeking, radar, military communications 
and night vision for the U.S. and allied 
militaries. James became president of L-3 
Electron Devices in 1996 and before that was 
president of Varian Electro-Optical Systems in 
Palo Alto, Calif. He currently serves on the 
Board of Directors of Richardson Electronics in 
Chicago and is training in the Pleasanton 
Citizen’s Police Academy to become a 
volunteer patrol officer.
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Former classmates gathered on April 5 in Stockton, N.J., to enjoy a folk music concert by David 
Maloney ’65. The friends, from left, included Paul Maroney ’66, JoAnn Cacioppo Maroney ’65, 
Carolyn Cooke ’66, Maloney, Lynn Burrowes Milkowski ’62, Elizabeth “Beth” Battle ’65 and Ned 
Deuel ’63.

Alan Mallanda ’67, M ’73 
and Otis Sennett ’49 
were inducted into the 
inaugural class of the 
New York State Athletic 
Administrators Hall of 
Fame on March 14 in 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 

Alan, of Lake Luzerne, N.Y., pictured, was 
honored as a member of the association’s 
original organizing committee. Alan was its 
fifth state president, its second executive 
director, its 14th national president and the 
recipient of several national awards.

A Christmas Eve luncheon at Lombardi’s on 
Long Island was the setting for a get-together 
of two former Kappa Delta Beta brothers and 
roommates. Seated are Raymond Hellin ’70 
and his wife, Andrea. Behind them are Kenneth 
“Cazzie” Kahner ’70 and his wife, Linda 
Grilikhes Kahner ’71.

1972
Donald Rohel, director of the student 

center at Shepherd University in Shepherd-
stown, W.V., received the 2013 Christine A. 
Chergi Leadership Award in November at the 
Association of College Unions International’s 
regional conference at Frostburg State 
University. The award recognizes a longtime 
student union or student activities professional 
who has made exceptional contributions and 
demonstrated a long-term commitment to the 
profession.

Thomas Sands, 
former principal of 
Watervliet Elementary 
School, was honored in 
May by the School 
Administrators Associa-
tion of New York State 
as the 2014 recipient of 
its Irving Schwartz Distinguished Retiree Award 
for mentoring and other contributions made 
to education in retirement. 

1973
The American Academy of Orthotists and 

Prosthetists inducted Timothy Marrin into its 
2014 class of academy fellows during its annual 
meeting and scientific symposium this winter 
in Chicago. Tim is a certified prosthetist/
orthotist with Gillette Lifetime Specialty 
Healthcare in St. Paul, Minn.

1975
SUNY Cortland Distinguished Alumna 

Therese Sullivan Caccavale, the Holliston, 
Mass., school district administrator for 
elementary-level second language immersion 
programs, was featured in the January 2014 issue 
of the publication of the American Council on 
the Teaching of Foreign Languages. Her article 
in The Language Educator is titled “Developing 
Cultural Proficiency with Young Language 
Learners.”

Pamela Olsen Loverso ’75, left, met with Ellen 
Zabel Pataska ’75 for a November brunch in 
Charleston, S.C. The former student teaching 
roommates hadn’t seen each other in more 
than 30 years. Pam lives in the area and Ellen 
lives in Connecticut. Pam is retired from 
teaching secondary math. Ellen serves as an 
academic tutor at her local high school.

Merry Jay Moiseichik ’75, M ’85 was 
elected last fall as a fellow of the American 
Academy for Park and Recreation Administra-
tion. She currently stands as one of only 30 aca-
demic fellows named by the academy. A 
University of Arkansas professor of recreation 
and sport management, Merry was chosen for 
leadership within the profession, and involve-
ment in other community, state, regional or 
national organizations. Her work includes 
developing community park and recreation 
programs across Arkansas and Oklahoma, and 
supervising graduate students who work with 
cities and counties to improve their parks and 
recreational offerings. 

1977
Elizabeth Alden is president and CEO of 

Alden & Associates, the only woman-owned 
executive search and consulting firm focused 
on intercollegiate athletics. The company 
recently celebrated 15 years in business by 
expanding its staff of former athletics 
administrators and conference commissioners.
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John F. Corcoran was 
selected for inclusion in 
The Best Lawyers in 
America for 2014. John is a 
partner at Hancock 
Estabrook, LLP in Syracuse, 
N.Y., and the leader of its 
labor and employment, 

education and municipal practices. 
Richard Koshar runs REK Group Staffing, a 

small agency in Bridgewater, N.J. Richard plays 
the drums and enjoys golf.

1978

State University of 
New York Board of 
Trustees Chairman H. 
Carl McCall and 
Chancellor Nancy L. 
Zimpher recently named 
Carlos N. Medina as 
SUNY’s first chief 
diversity officer and as 
chair of the statewide SUNY Task Force on 
Diversity. Carlos is one of only a handful of 
people to hold that position within higher 
education systems nationally. He is also senior 
associate vice chancellor for SUNY. As chair of 
the new SUNY Task Force on Diversity, Carlos 
will help identify new ways in which the 
system’s diversity can be increased to better 
reflect that of New York state.

1979
Patricia Kelly retired after 25 years from 

IBM Corporation. She managed WW Software 
Group sales management support.

1980
Barbara Sicari Gebhardt was honored in 

September with NewYorkBIO’s First Mate Award 
for her support of bioscience in New York state. 
Barbara is president and owner of Opus Staffing 
in Melville, N.Y., which was cited for its ability to 
find talented individuals for bioscience 
companies in New York State. NewYorkBIO is a 
nonprofit trade association involved with the 
development and growth of biotechnology-
related industries and institutions.

John Holmes, USN was inducted in January 
2013 as the lone member of the 2012 District of 
Columbia Men’s Senior Baseball League (DC 
MSBL) Hall of Fame class. Among many 
accomplishments, John was instrumental in the 
D.C. Cardinals’ tremendous 2002 season, which 
was recognized by the Washington DC Home 
Plate Club as the district’s best men’s baseball 
team. John served as an officer in the United 
States Navy after receiving a commission from 

Aviation Officers Candidate School. A veteran 
of military conflicts in both Grenada and 
Beirut, Lebanon, John is currently the deputy 
technical manager at URS Corporation in 
Stafford, Va., supporting Marine Corps 
amphibious vehicle acquisition and sustain-
ment programs. 

1981
Robert “Bob” Cattoi of Alden, N.Y., was 

named north regional manager for Cascade 
Water Services Chemical and Engineering 
Division.

Joseph Ferrari M ’81 was ordained August 17 as 
a permanent deacon within the Roman 
Catholic Church, serving the Diocese of Joliet, 
Ill. He is shown with his wife, Sharon Caputo 
Ferrari ’80, M ’84, who shares his ministry. Joe 
is St. Vincent dePaul Distinguished Professor of 
psychology at DePaul University in Chicago. 
Sharon is a reading specialist in Community 
Unit School District 203 in Naperville, Ill.

Jennifer Cornish Genovese received her 
doctoral degree in child and family studies from 
Syracuse University in June 2013. Jennifer has a 
private psychotherapy practice in Syracuse, N.Y., 
specializing in the treatment of traumatized 
children and adolescents. She also facilitates 
support groups for child welfare workers in 
eight counties across New York state. 

Kurt Smith ’81 writes that this group still meets for a weekend every February to ski at Okemo 
Mountain in Ludlow, Vt. Most of the friends knew each other as Alger Hall fourth-floor 
freshmen. Shown on a day of snowshoeing in the nearby Green Mountain National Forest 
were, from the left, James “Jay” Ryan ’81, Brett Amico, Chris Smith, Todd Rothstein ’82, 
Charles “C.J.” Bocklet ’81, Kurt, Jimmy Passabet, Steve Rudolf, Thomas Gallagher ’81, Joe Yelich, 
Joseph Bocklet ’86, James Testo ’81 and Lou Martin.

1982
Paul Alexander, the Cincinnati Bengals 

assistant head coach and offensive line coach, 
led the Hamilton Fairfield Symphony Orchestra 
April 12 as a guest conductor during the 
orchestra’s annual Mozart Festival. Paul, a 
classical pianist, had practiced conducting for a 
year under the orchestra’s maestro, Paul 
Stanbery. Stanbery described Paul as a 
“wonderful football coach (who) is also a very 
talented musical conductor.”

Kathleen Dunham Millier continues to 
find incredible joy as she completes 30 years 
as a speech language pathologist in the 
Newfield (N.Y.) School District. She has 
hosted many student teachers from SUNY 
Cortland and volunteered for her school 
district in numerous capacities.

1983
Mark Bolebruch was named vice president 

and commercial banker for North State Bank 
of Raleigh, N.C.

1984
 John Barrett was named to Barron’s “2014 

America’s Top 100 Advisors” list. John has been 
a part of the Merrill Lynch’s SD Financial 
Complex staff for 28 years. He specializes in 
wealth management in the Manhattan sales 
division office.

Nestor Sherman, a professor of kinesiology 
in the College of Education and Human 
Performance at Texas A&M University-Kingsville, 
is the first faculty member from his college to 
be named a Regents Professor by the Texas 
A&M University System Board of Regents.
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1986
Last fall John Dial began his 10th year as an 

English teacher at Coxsackie-Athens High School 
in Coxsackie, N.Y. He teaches 11th-grade literature 
as well as new courses he designed in Advanced 
Placement English and college-credit English 
composition. John is a founding faculty advisor 
of the high school student newspaper. In 2012, 
students chose him as that year’s honorary 
inductee to the school’s National Honor Society 
chapter. Since 2004, he also has worked as a 
summer writing instructor and tutor for the 
Skidmore College Educational Opportunity 
Program in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 

1987
Madeline Fornsel Bay ’87, M ’91, a 24-year 

member of the New York State University Police 
at Binghamton, was promoted in 2013 from 
lieutenant to deputy chief of police. She 
coordinates the department’s community 
policing and educational activities. She helped 
coordinate the police detail and worked directly 
with the Secret Service when President Obama 
visited the campus last summer.

Barbara Leombruno-Reina recently 
completed her first science fiction/romance 
novel titled, Two	Husbands-One	Wife, available 
through Amazon.

1989
Ron Wayne Lopez, 

principal of Real Estate 
Sales Integration 
Solutions (RESIS), was 
recognized with the 2013 
PRISM Award for Sales 
Person of the Year by the 
Builders and Remodelers 

Association of Greater Boston.
Arrowhead Medical Device Technologies, 

one of several successful companies created by 
entrepreneur Patrick Mullaney, won a first 
patent this spring for the company’s signature 
device: a thin, stainless steel rod with arrow-
head-shaped tips that is surgically implanted to 
fix hammer toe conditions. 

1993
Brian Shanley, an indirect sales account 

manager for Verizon Wireless in Buffalo, N.Y., 
was awarded two of the company’s most 
prestigious awards for his performance in 2013. 
He was one of just six sales employees in 
upstate New York named to Verizon’s Presi-
dent’s Cabinet for ranking in the top two 
percent of the company’s more than 28,000 
sales executives nationwide. He also received a 
President’s Award of Excellence for exceptional 
teamwork, leadership and customer service. 

Peggy Smith-Pugh ’91, the principal at Boonsboro (Md.) High School, and Garth Fazio ’89, assistant 
principal, display with pride their National Blue Ribbon School flag overlaid with two SUNY 
Cortland pennants. “We were one out of 56 high schools recognized nationally for this award,”  
Garth wrote.

1996
An academic article by Sgt. Mark Landahl 

was published in a recent	Journal	of	Homeland	
Security	and	Emergency	Management.	Titled 
“Businesses and International Security Events: 
Case Study of the 2012 G8 Summit in Frederick 
County, Maryland,” the article summarizes 
work accomplished with Mark’s first solo 
research grant while he pursed a doctorate 
part-time at Oklahoma State University. He 
presented the findings at the International 
Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) 
National Conference. There Mark accepted 
first-place in IAEM’s National Student Research 
in Emergency Management Competition. In the 
Frederick County (Md.) Sheriff’s Office, Mark 
runs the School Resource Division and is 
responsible for all active shooter training, 
planning and preparedness activities.

1997
Mary Sullivan Ritayik was promoted to 

deputy chief of the University Police Depart-
ment of SUNY New Paltz after serving for 10 
years as an investigator and five years as a 
police officer. 

Allison Sesso became executive director 
of the Human Services Council of New York 
(HSC), which advocates for New York City and 
New York state nonprofit human services 
organizations. Allison was deputy executive 
director of HSC for more than 10 years. She has 
co-hosted the council’s public affairs radio 
series “Human Services News and Views.”

1999
Last September, Yusuf Muhammad Jr. 

began as principal at City Polytechnic High 
School of Engineering, Architecture and 
Technology in Brooklyn.

The South Seneca Central School District 
promoted Stephen Parker Zielinski to serve as 
superintendent of schools. Since 2011, he has 
been president of the New York State Middle 
School Association.

Make your
connections
on LinkedIn!

SUNY Cortland
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2001
A painting by Jacob Mezrahi ’01, M ’03 was 

featured in “Faith and Form: Work by 21 Jewish 
Art Salon Members Demonstrating a Bold 
Vision of Contemporary Art.” The exhibition 
ran Jan. 15 through March 28 at the Anne Frank 
Center USA in New York City.

2002
Daniel Axelrod is pursuing a doctorate in 

journalism at University of Florida. A graduate 
school fellow teaching on a four-year appoint-
ment, Daniel teaches and studies how 
communities are affected when their newspa-
pers close.

Jonathan Brown was promoted to 
associate personnel administrator, grade 23, at 
the New York State Office of Mental Health.

Once a secondary mathematics education 
major and a member of the women’s track 
team, Sister Mary Jackson, F.M.A. is now 
known as the nun who plays basketball. An 
admissions director at Mary Help of Christians 
Academy High School in North Haledon, she 
sometimes can be spotted playing some pickup 
basketball with local youth.

Kristen “Kristie” Meyer Worell ’00 shared this image from Oct. 27, when a group of women’s basketball alumni and friends ran in the 2013 Marine 
Corps Marathon 10K in Washington, D.C., to honor and memorialize the brother of teammate Michele Schaefer ’01. Michele, of Bayville, N.Y., joined 
by her many supportive College friends, ran in memory of John, a patriot, Marine and avid runner who took his life after suffering from post-traumatic 
stress disorder following two tours in Iraq. Michele’s running teammates included, front row from the left: Susan Schaefer, Michele, Tommy Clonan, 
Lauren Egan-Clonan ’00, Molly Clonan; middle row: Thomas Egan ’72, Kristen Egan-Ropke ’05, John Schaefer Sr., Susan Egan, Kristen, Christie Kramer, 
Erin Egan-Murcott ’02, Shea Murcott, Kathleen “Katie” Burns-Carne ’02 and Amy Wood-Dicob ’02; and back row: Kathryn “Kate” Smith-Polumbo ’01, 
Emily Clonan, Ken Ropke, Michael Clonan ’99, Jake Ropke, Paul Murcott, Angela “Ang” Brouty ’02, Alicia Bradley, Noelle Picone ’03 and Lee Wood.

Lea Cory ’04 and Chad Benedict ’04 were wed on Oct. 13 in Rochester, N.Y. Attending, from the left, 
were Kimberly Ovens Hassett ’04, Teresa Culvin, Jerilynn Butch Einarsson ’04, Ryan Leary ’04, Lea, 
Chad, Anna Dennis ’05, Drew Marriott, Jacklyn Rossi ’05, David Jones and Jodi Bolsenbroek.
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2008
Mary Kay Blackford Connerton ’08, M ’10 

and Robert Connerton ’10 teach at the middle 
school level in Annapolis, Md.

2009
In October, TD Bank promoted Joseph 

Bailey to store manager II at the Troy Road 
branch in East Greenbush, N.Y. An assistant 
vice president, he continues to be responsible 
for new business development, consumer and 
business lending, managing personnel and 
overseeing the day-to-day operations, serving 
customers in Troy, East Greenbush and across 
the Albany region.

 
Joshua Henry ’09, M ’10, SUNY Cortland’s 
assistant cross country/track and field coach, 
shared this snapshot, taken in front of Lusk 
Field House, of his former classmates who 
formed an alumni team that placed third, beat-
ing a few college teams, during a recent SUNY 
Cortland home cross country meet. The team 
included, from the left, Thomas Hopkins ’13, 
Joseph Blazey ’13, Gregory Burns ’12, Nicholas 
“Niko” Viglione ’09 and Justin Wager ’10.

David Aitken ’11 and Colleen Smith ’11 
exchanged wedding vows August 3 in 
Castleton-on-Hudson, N.Y. 

Alyssa Guerrier ’08 and Joseph Mannion Jr. ’09 exchanged wedding vows on Aug. 11 in Babylon, 
N.Y. Attending, in the foreground from the left, are Kenneth Young ’09 and Cynthia Desir; and in 
the background, Wendy Rojas, Wendy Diaz ’09, Carmen Caceres ’08, Alyssa, Joseph, Jessica 
Worrell ’09 and Raquel Levine ’10. The couple met in 2007 through the Multicultural Life and 
Diversity Office while Alyssa was president of the Caribbean Student Association and Joseph was 
vice president of the Black Student Union. 

Jennifer Murphy ’08 and Ryan Fries ’08 were wed Aug. 17 in Lake George, N.Y. Present were, 
kneeling front row from the left, Jennifer and Ryan; center row, Brandon Fisher M ’11, Rosemary 
Gregory Fisher ’07, Nathan “Nate” Hemendinger ’08, Tara Maher Hemendinger ’08, Peter 
Wadhams ’08, Matthew Wink ’09, Meghan Flood ’10, Katherine Murphy ’08, Bonnie Silverman ’09, 
Kara Lewandowski ’08 and Krystal Hills Poplawski ’07; and back row, James “Chewy” Butrick ’08, 
Ryan Hewitt ’07 and Ryan Poplawski ’07. Both Jennifer and Ryan presently are employed with the 
Ithaca (N.Y.) City School District.
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2012
Indiana University-Purdue University Fort 

Worth (IPFW) assistant coach Jonathan 
Coffman M ’12 is the head men’s basketball 
coach. He has spent the last three seasons as 
an assistant coach with the Mastodons. The 
team is coming off a school-record 25 wins for 
the 2013-14 season and a berth in the 
CollegeInsider.com Postseason Tournament.

Former classmate Paige Rummel, a 
recruiter with Northwestern Mutual Financial 
Network, wants to share information about 
her company’s highly rated internship program 
and career opportunities on Long Island for 
recent SUNY Cortland alumni who have 
strong interpersonal skills, are self-motivated, 
and have a history of personal success. She 
will visit the campus Friday, Oct. 25. Contact 
Career Services by Oct. 21.

2013
Since graduation, Nancy Kane M ’13 has 

performed in Ithaca Shakespeare Company’s 
“Othello.” A lecturer in SUNY Cortland’s 
Performing Arts Department, Nancy also has 
worked as fight choreographer for Cortland 
Repertory Theater’s production of “I’ll be Back 
Before Midnight.”

Lucia Meola was named the State Univer-
sity of New York Athletic Conference’s 
(SUNYAC) 2012-13 Dr. Dolores Bogard Award 
winner, as voted upon by the league’s athletic 
directors. The honor is presented by the 
SUNYAC annually to a junior or senior female 
athlete with the best combination of academic 
and athletic ability. The recipient has to have 
earned more than a 3.3 grade point average and 
have received at least one varsity letter. Lucia 
played softball at Cortland for four seasons and 
currently is enrolled in Cortland’s sport 
management graduate program. She serves as an 
assistant softball coach for the Red Dragons. 
Lucia is Cortland’s sixth SUNYAC Women’s 
Scholar-Athlete award winner since the award 
was first given out in 1983-84 and the first 
winner since gymnast Lindsey Marranca shared 
the honor in the 2004-05 school year. Bogard 
was an administrator and coach at SUNY 
Cortland for more than 20 years and served as 
the SUNYAC President during the 1987-88 
school year. 

Matthew Green ’12, left, and Austin Glickman ’12, 
two former chiefs of SUNY Cortland Emergency 
Medical Services, have teamed up to create an 
emergency preparedness consulting firm that’s 
working with communities still recovering from 
Hurricane Sandy. Trivirtus Solutions Group this 
spring partnered with the City of Long Beach Fire 
Department, where Austin is a firefighter and 
emergency medical technician, to launch The 
Preparedness Project, a community-wide 
education initiative. 
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A new novel by  
Nancy Rubin King ’57, 
Changing	Spaces, explores 
what might happen when 
we wake up in one life and 
by evening life as we knew 
it has ended, not by our 
own choosing. Nancy’s 

book is widely available, and she’s glad to 
provide a signed copy. She’s also the author 
of Dancing	with	Wonder. Trained as a 
physical educator, Nancy began teaching 
dance, then created two children’s theater 
companies. For almost 35 years, she has 
taught theater and drama, then world 
literature as part of the multi-disciplinary 
studies program in the University of 
Delaware’s Honors Program.

Martin “Marty” Pine ’58 has penned a 
collection of story poems about infants who 
grow and develop with Olympic skills, called 
The	Olympic	Kids. “It all takes place within a 
framework of family, good health, good 
nutrition and acceptance of responsibility,” 
writes Marty about these real-life, unique 
children. “Competition is better than 
participation. Learning to compete, winning 
and losing, are the ladders to success.” The 
children’s book is available on Amazon and in 
some sporting goods stores, along with 
T-shirts and coloring books.

A book by Barbara 
Molefsky Serling ’62 that 
can be used to teach young 
children the alphabet, My	
Alphabet	Book, was released 
this year by AuthorHouse. 

Since she retired, Karen 
Collier Flewelling ’64 has 
served as a humanitarian in 
developing countries in 
Central/South America and 
Africa. She’s made 20 trips to 
14 countries to help establish 

water wells and to deliver donated animals 
and school supplies, soccer equipment, and 
medical supplies as well as and stipends for 
education and funding for obstetric care. 
Most recently, she continued her work in 
Rwanda and Tanzania. Karen’s book, Drilling	
for	Hope:	One	Woman’s	Work	to	Provide	
Clean Water, is compiled from all of her trip 
journals. Released in October by Tate 
Publishing, it is available in bookstores locally 
as well as online.

Ann Patavino Votta ’65 announced her 
new memoir titled Reunited:	When	the	Past	
Becomes	a	Present. The volume is available 
through Amazon.

A new, historical novel by Sally Wahl 
Constain ’66, titled The	Keys	to	Fanny, is 
available at Amazon.com.

Joseph McInerney ’70 is the co-author of 
three different academic papers, which 
appeared recently in Current Genetic Medicine 
Reports, Pediatrics, and Personalized Medicine. 
The research papers address the critical 
challenge of educating the public about 
genetics, family history in primary care 
pediatrics, and personalizing prenatal care using 
family health history, respectively. 

Jan P. Hammond ’74 turned his academic 
work into a recently published co-authored 
book, The Mentor. An associate professor in 
Long Island University-Post’s School of 
Education, Information and Technology 
Interdisciplinary Doctoral Program, Jan bases 
what is described as a “loving story” on 
leadership theories. “I’m thrilled to have had 
incredible mentors in my life as a school leader 
and professor,” writes Jan, who spent 10 years 
on its creation. In it, a new middle school 
principal who begins a position that was also 
promised to another is helped by a stellar 
interim superintendent who recognizes her 
potential. The Mentor is available on Amazon.

Robert Forman ’79 wrote 
Functional	Golf	Fitness	Training:	
a	Reference	for	Golfers,	Teaching	
Professionals	and	Golf	Coaches. 
In the new volume, available on 
Amazon, Bob introduces readers 

to the physicality of the game, highlights the 
common anatomical deficiencies familiar to most 
golfers and offers corrective exercises and drills 
to help golfers improve their game.

The fourth edition of  
Hiking	Long	Island, by   
Leland McAllister ’79, was 
released this spring, featuring 
updates to all the trails as well 
as a few new forays, enhancing 

the descriptions with relevant area historical 
facts. His first book, Hiking	The	Catskills, sold 
15,000 copies and is out of print. Lee has spent 
the past 30 years hiking, photographing and 
researching natural Long Island, discovering its 
beauty on and off the beaten path.

Alexander Barnes ’80 has a 
second book through Schiffer 
Publishing, Let’s	Go!	The	History	
of	the	29th	Infantry	Division	
from	1917	to	2001, described as 
an easy-to-read narrative for the 

amateur historian and a valuable research tool 
for the professional historian. Working from 
many previously unpublished sources, it 
provides an enlightening view of the history of 

ALuMnI IN PRINT the 29th Infantry Division in the 20th century 
as well as serving as a unique vantage point for 
understanding American military history from 
1917 through World War II and up to 2001. 
Alexander combines 30 years of military 
experience in the Marine Corps and the Army 
with scholarly training as a professional 
archeologist. He grew up in Germany and Italy 
in a military family. Currently an Army civilian 
at Fort Lee, Va., Alexander also writes articles 
for military magazines. 

Retired police officer  
and police officer’s wife 
Carolyn Buchanan Whiting ’82 
is the co-author of The	Crazy	
Lives	of	Police	Wives. In her 
book, which is sold on Amazon 
to raise money for a police-
related charity, Carolyn offers a 

peek into law enforcement families, “the heart 
of the badge.” “Our law enforcement husbands 
are our heroes, we love them dearly and we 
wouldn’t trade them for the world, but being a 
law enforcement officer’s wife comes with its 
own set of challenges,” she writes.

Won’t	Come	Home,   
the new novel by Jeffrey 
Morris ’97, M ’04, is a stark, 
coming-of-age story — that 
follows the character Jake 
Preston from runaway teen and 
alcoholic drifter into sobriety 

and eventually into reluctant, nascent 
adulthood. Jeffrey’s debut novel strives to 
capture the romance, heartache and loneli-
ness of life on the road and the difficulty of 
alcohol and drug abuse recovery.

A health educator with 
more than 10 years of experi-
ence working with teenagers 
and adults of all ages, Jacob 
Mezrahi ’01, M ’03 has released 
a new book on Kindle: Your 

Grass	is	Greener:	Simple	Concepts	to	Deal	
with	the	Causes	of	Stress. This book shares 
how to improve one’s quality of life through 
stories and examples that explain simple 
concepts on dealing with stress. The text’s 
concepts can benefit teenagers, young adults, 
parents, lay workers, professionals and retirees. 

Robert Licata ’04 finished 
a collection of essays offering 
heartfelt advice from a dad to 
his son, titled Lessons	for	
Joey:	100	Things	I	Can’t	Wait	
to	Teach	My	Son. Featuring a 
foreword by upstate New 
York celebrity Tim Green, a 

former NFL quarterback, New York Times 
Bestselling author and father of five, the book 
is due out this spring. Robert is married to 
Danielle Verhasselt Licata ’05, M ’07.
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Alumni on campus
Lauren Atwood ’04, Esq., a graduate of the 

Albany Law School, visited the campus April 10 
to share her experiences and advice with 
students considering a career in law. A political 
science major who minored in philosophy at 
SUNY Cortland, Lauren was active in student 
conduct affairs and graduated cum laude. She 
earned her law degree in 2009, after working as 
law clerk in private practice and interning in the 
U.S. District Court. She has been in private 
practice for four years, and recently accepted a 
position in the New York State Education 
Department.

The Alumni Affairs and Career Services 
Offices partnered again to offer a robust Alumni 
Speaker Series to students and the public during 
the 2013-14 academic year with panelists 
graciously volunteering their time and expertise. 
A Sept. 30 “Careers In Communication Studies: 
Marketing Event Planning and So Much More” 
panel featured Maureen Ryan Baringer ’80, 
owner of Baringer and Associates Event Planning 
Services, Charles Beeler ’84, public relations 
director for Eric Mower & Associates, and 
Lisa Sturdevant ’92, a creative services depart-
ment staff member for WETM TV. Another 
panel addressed “How to Land Your First 
Teaching Position” Oct. 15, with presenters 
Steven Woodard ’90, director of career and 
technical education at Cayuga Onondaga 
BOCES, Kraig Pritts C.A.S. ’96, superintendent 
of schools at Tully Central School District, 
MaryAnn Murphy ’02, principal at Tully Jr./Sr. 
High School. On Nov. 4, alumni discussed careers 
in sport management. Present were 
Elisabeth Roberge ’11, owner of Fitness Xplosion, 
Joe Battaglini ’12, director of media relations and 
corporate partnership representative for the 
Binghamton Senators, and Mark Caswell, director 
of communications for the Utica Comets. On 
Feb. 24, a business and economic careers panel 
featured Thomas Garden ’81, owner/president 
of Syrasoft LLC; Michael Rathbun ’79, human 
resources manager for the Corporate Services 
Division at Corning Inc., and Ronal Rocco ’70, a 
retired investment executive at First Albany 
Corp. On March 19, a health professions panel 
featured Juliana Hawes Chrysler ’88, director of 
Volunteer Services at Rome Memorial Hospital; 

Peter Fallon ’77, M ’83, vice president of 
development at Fitness Forum and a partner at 
Sports Center 481; Alan Peppard ’66, retired 
athletic trainer at Lifetime Assistance; Douglas 
Ribley ’82, senior vice president of Health and 
Wellness Services at Akron General Health 
System; and Stephen Smith ’75, retired senior 
counselor emeritus at SUNY Cortland’s 
Counseling Center. On April 8, a panel on 
careers in recreation and leisure studies 
included Rhonda Jacobs ’01, assistant director 
of the Center for Environmental and Outdoor 
Education; Joshua A. Teeter ’09, environmental 
educator with the New York State Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historical Preservation; 
and Jessica Hatfield Daily ’01, director of sales 
and marketing at Walden Place Assisted Living 
Community. 

Marriages
Mary Kay Blackford Connerton ’08, M ’10 to  
 Robert Connerton ’10 on July 7.
Tara Chambers ’10 to Wes Shea on   
 August 5, 2011 in Monroe, N.Y.
Sarah Cooke ’11 to Jamie Piperato ’12 on  
 August 10 in Keene, N.Y.

Little dragons
Perry Novak ’82 and Kathleen, a son, 
 Paul Joseph, on Sept. 23.
Karen Uhl-Smith ’94 and Alan Smith ’96, 
 a daughter, Amberly, on August 9.
Alicia Clifford Beekman ’99 and Scott, a son,
 Gavin William, on March 22, 2013.
Yusuf Muhammad Jr. ’99, three daughters, 
 Nia Assta on July 9, 2004; 
 Amina Asantewaa on Feb. 24, 2008; 
 Chinua Anasa Muhammad on March 10, 2012.
Chris Rossi ’00 and Suzanne Stewart Rossi ’00,
 three sons, Gavin, on Jan. 7, 2006; 
 Carter, on Sept. 22, 2007; and 
 Brennan, on May 5, 2010.
Drue Stapleton ’01 and Phoebe Adams 
Stapleton ’02, a daughter, Ryenne Elizabeth, 
 on Sept. 7.
Carolyn Hemingway Brooks ’02 and Jason, a
 daughter, Bronwyn Elizabeth, on Jan. 18, 2013.

Jessica Chase Goldie ’02, M ’06, and James, a
 daughter, Ellysa Ann, on August 13.
Stephanie Walrath Solano ’02 and Rocco, a
 daughter, Alesssia Maria, on June 22, 2013.
Wesley Block ’03 and Caroline, a son, 
 Brendan, on Sept. 16.
Corinne Tomlet Sferrazza ’05 and 
Joseph Sferrazza ’07, a daughter, 
 Peyton Rose, on May 8, 2013.
Marty Conger ’07, a daughter, Lily, 
 on Jan. 20, 2012.
Ashley Hudson Morrell ’09 and Mark Morrell 
’09, a daughter, Mackenzie Taylor, 
 on Feb. 1, 2013.
Tara Chambers Shea ’10 and Wes, a son, 
 Declan Daly, on Dec. 1.

Retirements
Marley Sweet Barduhn ’76, M ’79, assistant  
 provost emerita 
Laurie Barton, assistant to the president   
 emerita
Joy Hendrick, distinguished service professor  
 emerita of kinesiology
Gretchen Herrmann, librarian emerita
Mary Kennedy, distinguished teaching   
 professor emerita of English
Judith Kinne, lecturer IV emerita
Emilie Kudela, associate professor emerita of  
 childhood/early childhood education 
Jeffrey Lallas, director emeritus of facilities
John Leary, associate professor emeritus of  
 health
Arnold Levine, lecturer I emeritus
Rickie McClure, academic tutor emerita
Chris Poole, associate director emeritus of  
 campus technology services 
David Ritchie, associate librarian emeritus
Mahdi Rubaii, associate professor emeritus of  
 mathematics
Kathryn Russell, professor emerita of   
 philosophy
Timothy Slack, director emeritus of physical  
 plant
Peter VanderWoude, manager emeritus of  
 planned gifts

Fostering alumni connections continued	from	page	12

People take pride in families. Family members 
look out for and help each other in any way they 
can. The Cortland alumni family is like that too. 
We are more alike than different. We share our 
experiences at the College and love for our alma 
mater, no matter how different we might seem.

The College today is a vibrant, exciting place. 
Construction projects have renewed and 
enhanced Bowers Hall and the Dowd Fine Arts 
Center. The new Dragon Hall student residence 
and future Student Life Center demonstrate the 
continued growth of this wonderful place of 

learning. Cortland’s reputation is on the rise and 
that makes us all proud.

The association’s mission is to represent and 
serve our alumni by fostering positive and lasting 
relationships between the graduates and the 
College community. Together we strive to link 
the past, present and future of SUNY Cortland 
through communication, programming and 
networking activities that encourage all to 
support the College and its mission. 

I invite each of you to reach out to other 
members of your Cortland family. Consider going 

online to use our new “Red Dragon Network” to 
stay in touch with or find Cortland friends. 
Consider joining the alumni chapter nearest 
where you live or becoming a Red Dragon 
Welcome Wagon member to greet and support 
alumni who are new to your area. Perhaps you 
could create your own way to connect with 
SUNY Cortland and your Cortland family. As my 
friend Mark Nepo ’73 wrote, “Life is a dream as 
sweet as you make it.”

Have a great summer.
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In memoriam
Alumni
Sarah Wardlow ’31
Eunice Rolfe Bressman ’32
Mary Kamler Bradt ’34
Gertrude Brown Catlin ’35
Jeannette Hinman ’35
Mary Porter Loughren ’35
Ruth Foster Northup ’35
Ruth Espenmiller Werts ’35
Beatrice Sayles Haller ’37
Bernadette Eichler ’38
Dorothy Fletcher Hull ’38
Alice Pylman Cole ’39
Martha Ingraham Lang ’39
Alberta Whelden Whitney ’39
Alberta Scholtz Young ’39
Laura Hotchkiss Wilson ’42
Betty Jane Fox Bennett ’43
Joan Williams Lloyd ’43
Janet Whitmore Mergler ’43
Maurice Page Sr. ’43
M. Genevieve Closs Smart ’43
Blanche Snyder ’43
Arlene Cathers Henderson ’44
Elaine Werner Katzoff ’44
Carolyn Colway Learnan ’44
Alma Houghton Beardsley ’46
Elizabeth Lukens Behler ’46
Shirley Daehn ’47
Joyce Earl ’47
Andrew Coccari ’48
Augusta Millen De Buzna ’48
Lucy Gennett Dinga ’48
Marian Kudzy Hall ’48
Elizabeth Sullivan Murphy ’48
William O’Sullivan ’48
Winifred Fuller Rippe ’48
Winifred Seislove Hagelin ’49
George Novak ’49
Lillian Hyde Scanlon ’49
Patricia Charles Blowers ’50
Priscilla Read ’50
Benjamin Ross ’50
William E. Smith ’50

Katherine State ’50
Pearl Kohl Biazzo ’51
Shirley Haft Brown ’51
Vivian Marano Eldredge ’51
Najla Farhart ’51
Else Westendorf Forster ’51
Albert Pace ’51
John Ross ’51
Audrey Smith Vanalstine ’51
Henry Kreutzer ’52
Louise Richardson Wilson ’52
Dorothy Nestor Kolbow ’53
Gerald Riendeau ’53
Gloria Tartaglia ’53
Beverley Davis Vickery ’53
Robert Damp ’54
Jean Lewis ’54
Lucille Hamjy Moore ’54
Merilyn Decker Smith ’54
Charles Carter ’55
June Nicholson Doyle ’55
Robert Hoppey ’55
Louis Pettinelli Jr. ’55
Bruce Allison ’56
Sondra Ryder Dorchester ’56
Xenia Eugene Givas ’56
Donald Stone ’56
Donald Clark ’57
Donald Kunzelman ’57
Richard Taylor ’57
Betty Jane Oleksik Tolpa ’57
Betty Sahlin Folks ’58
Kay Harrison Harp ’58
Marica Rogers Payson ’58
Lynn Steffen Byer ’59
Constance Bennett Connolly ’59
Susan Larkin Retzlaff ’59
Maureen Sutherland ’59
Gail Griffis Ferry ’60
Geraldine Lewis Nicolette ’60
Alfred Pisano Jr. ’61
Jacquelyn Gordon Price ’61
Bruce DeMond ’62
John Keeney ’62
Sheila Montague ’62
Agatha Notaro Romita ’62

Gerald Loughlin ’63
Joan Bauer Wittwer ’63
Vicki Diescher ’64
Anthony Spallone ’64
William Brooks ’66
Martha Harvey Gill ’66
Thomas Nugent ’66
James Frazier ’67
John Levato ’67
Susan Loughrey Decker ’68
Kristi Kistler Drake ’68
Michael Fudjack ’68
Daniel Mosher ’68
Stefan Bandas ’69
John Cain ’69
Donna Capobianco ’69
Peggy Jean Hughes ’69
Carolyn Flathers ’70
Patricia Hale Gauly ’70
Marna Berusch Morris ’70
Susan Ruege Mrva ’70
Bruce Southard ’70
Nancy Johnston Bush ’71
Charlene Goss Day ’71
Maureen McGrath Lynch ’71
Lynn Hopkins Watson ’72
Kenneth Eick ’73
Francis Borden Jr. ’74
Sheila Brown ’74
James Cherry III ’74
Dawn Mucci Pierce ’74
Yvonne Painter Crooker ’75
Susan Bonfiglio ’76
Terry DeBoy ’77
Suzanne Mauler ’77
Traci Dalton ’78
Joan Ellen Patrick ’78
Donna Pollucci ’79
Victoria Ecker ’80
William Hydo ’80
Melinda Kettler Knoerzer ’80
Mark Koetzner ’81
Sandra Bienvenu Baker ’83
John De Lara ’83
Barbara Richmond Moran ’86

Mary Ellen Sanford ’88
Matthew Hayden ’89
Josefa Pennella ’89
Robert James ’90
Michelle Lent ’90
Todd Padgett ’90
Margaret Miller Jock ’91
Dennis Wright ’93
Margaret Ellis Powell M ’95
Matthew McLennan ’96
Ross Riley ’96
Christine Gallagher ’97
Kelli Snider Graves ’97
David Halvorsen ’98
Katherine Smith Horn ’99
Joyce Brindisi C.A.S. ’06
Lori Vernon Rossi C.A.S. ’06

Faculty, staff and emeriti
Carl Evans, professor emeritus of  
 music

Doug Garrison M ’63, associate  
 dean emeritus

Stanley Kullman, associate   
 professor emeritus of physics

Kathy Lattimore, lecturer IV,   
 English

Norbert Lerner, professor emeritus  
 of  mathematics

Jack Petrie, associate professor  
 emeritus of education 

Gail Phillips, associate professor  
 emerita of chemistry

William Shaut, vice president for  
 finance and management

Arden Zipp, distinguished teaching  
 professor emeritus of   
 chemistry

How to send class notes
We enjoy hearing from you and encourage 
you to continue sending us your news. 
Please use our online form, available at 
www.cortland.edu/alumniupdate. Those 
without Internet access should fill out the 
Class Notes information form on page 20 
completely and send information to the
Alumni Affairs Office, SUNY Cortland, P.O. 
Box 2000, Cortland, NY 13045, or by email at 
alumni@cortland.edu. 

Announcements
Please withhold written submissions 
announcing your important life 
accomplishments until after the fact, when 
we will gladly report your promotion, 
marriage, new baby, etc. For weddings, 
please include the date, city and state, 
spouse’s full name and premarital last 
name. For births, kindly include the exact 
date of birth. 

Wedding images and other policies
The editors retain the right to edit written 
material, digital images in JPEG format and 
conventional photos. Please adjust digital 
cameras to the highest quality setting in 
order to meet our minimum size standard of 
1 MB (megabyte) for small portraits and 3 MB 
for group shots.

We reserve the right to select images 
for publication based on available space, 
photo quality, timeliness and the number of 
Cortland graduates shown in the photo.
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BY FRAN ELIA  Sports	Information	Director

SPORTS ROUNDUP

Thrilling moments defined the 2013-14 athletic year at SUNY 
Cortland. The football team won its fourth straight Cortaca Jug 
game on a late touchdown pass at Ithaca, the women’s 

gymnastics team finished second at its national championship meet 
and the women’s lacrosse team rode a program-best winning streak to 
its fourth consecutive national semifinal berth. In addition, the 
wrestling and men’s cross country teams made strong showings at 
NCAA championships while the baseball squad earned a Division III 
World Series berth for the 12th time in program history.

Here’s a look at some of the year’s accomplishments:

Late-game catch wins Cortaca 
The Cortland football team entered its 2013 Cortaca Jug game at 

Ithaca looking for its fourth straight win over the Bombers — a feat the 
Red Dragons had not accomplished since a five-year streak from 
1955-59.

Trailing 24-21 with less than three minutes left, Cortland started its 
final drive from its own 25-yard line. Five plays later, junior quarterback 
Tyler Hughes lofted a deep pass down the left sideline. Junior wide 
receiver John Babin out-jumped a defender, made the catch and raced 
into the end zone for a 41-yard touchdown with just more than a 
minute left, giving Cortland a 28-24 victory.

Babin caught two touchdown passes in the game and earned 
All-America honors for the season after making 82 receptions — a 
school record — for 1,278 yards and 13 scores. With one season 
remaining, Babin already is Cortland’s career leader with 2,486 receiving 

A year of Red Dragon dominance

yards and 30 touchdowns and ranks second with 155 catches.
Head coach Dan MacNeill ’79 led his squad to a 6-5 record and a 

berth in the Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC) Division III 
North Central Bowl for the program’s 19th postseason appearance.

Women’s lax streaks to No. 1 ranking
The SUNY Cortland women’s lacrosse team spent the final three 

weeks of the regular season as the nation’s No. 1 ranked team, using a 
22-game winning streak to reach the national semifinals for the fourth 
consecutive year. An 8-7 setback against Trinity (Conn.) in the “Final 
Four” was the team’s only blemish in a 22-1 season.

Senior Jessica Lavelle was tabbed the national Division III Defender 
of the Year and sophomore Erica Geremia was selected as the national 
Division III Attacker of the Year by the Intercollegiate Women's 
Lacrosse Coaches Association (IWLCA). Both were named first-team 
All-Americans for the second consecutive year.

Lavelle, also named the C-Club Female Senior Athlete of the Year 
and national Defender of the Year for 2013, caused 48 turnovers and 
collected 40 ground balls for the season. 

Geremia led Empire Region Coach of the Year Kathy Taylor’s Red 
Dragons with 124 points. She has scored 260 points — the best 
two-year start for any player in Division III history.

Women gymnasts post historic finish
The Red Dragon women’s gymnastics team earned a school-record 

score of 191.00 to finish in second place at the National Collegiate Gym-
nastics Association Championships in March.

P.J. Rinaldi, an honorable mention All-American, was named the Most Outstanding Player at the NCAA Regional with a .571 batting average and nine RBI in four games. 
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Cortland men run to 
national finish

The Cortland men’s cross 
country team capped a successful 
season by finishing in 13th place at 
the 2013 NCAA Division III 
Championships in Hanover, 
Indiana, in November. Under head 
coach Steve Patrick ’97, the Red 
Dragons competed at nationals 
for the seventh time in the last 
eight years.

Junior Nick Marcantonio 
repeated as an All-American 
with a 23rd-place national finish 
in a field of 275 runners.

Cortland made it to nationals 
by winning the NCAA Atlantic 
Region title for the first time 
since 2009. The Red Dragon 
runners also captured their 14th 
State University of New York 
Athletic Conference (SUNYAC) 
title, the first since 2008.

Miranda Fergus dives into national spotlight
Junior Miranda Fergus was recognized as an honorable mention 

All-American after finishing in 13th place in 1-meter diving at the NCAA 
Division III Women’s Swimming and Diving Championships in India-
napolis this past March.

Fergus, who finished 18th nationally on the 3-meter board, led the 
Red Dragons to a 44th-place national team finish. Head coach Brian 
Tobin ’94 also guided the team to a 10-3 dual-meet record, after 
opening the season 0-3, and a second straight runner-up showing at 
the SUNYAC Championships.

Other highlights...
•  Three Red Dragons earned All-America honors in track and field. At 

the NCAA Division III Indoor Track and Field Championships in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, Melique Garcia finished fourth in the men’s 
200-meter dash and Glen Forsythe placed eighth in the men’s long 
jump. In the women’s meet, Taylor Hudson finished fifth in the high 
jump. Forsythe and Hudson repeated as All-Americans in the triple 
jump and high jump, respectively, at the Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships in Delaware, Ohio. Hudson finished third nationally, 
clearing 5’8” and setting a new school record.

•  Senior field hockey back Erin Smith was selected as a first-team 
All-American last fall, while senior women’s volleyball middle hitter 
Ava Hintz was an honorable mention All-American.

•  Six men’s lacrosse players were selected to the United States 
Intercollegiate Lacrosse Association (USILA) Division III All-America 
team. Senior midfielder Joe Slavik and junior midfielder Matt Rakoczy 
were second-team selections; sophomore attack Zach Hopps and 
senior defenders Stephen Burke and J.T. Foltz were third-team 
All-Americans; and junior long-stick midfielder Patrick Brown was an 
honorable mention selection. Slavik also was named the C-Club Male 
Senior Athlete of the Year.

•  Senior Rebecca Studin, Cortland’s first-ever NCAA women’s golf 
tournament qualifier, earned honorable mention All-America honors. 
Studin also was named a first-team Academic All-American and the 
recipient of the NCAA Elite 89 Award for Division III women’s golf, 
which goes to the national championship competitor with the 
highest grade point average.

A year of Red Dragon dominance
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John Babin catches a 63-yard 
touchdown pass in the third quarter 
of the 2013 Cortaca Jug game at Ithaca.

Jessica Lavelle, the 
national Division III 
Defender of the 
Year for the second 
consecutive season, 
led the women’s 
lacrosse team to 
a 22-1 record and 
its fourth straight 
appearance in the 
national semifinals. PH
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Under head coach Gary Babjack, Cortland matched the best finish 
in program history. The Red Dragons were national runner-up for the 
sixth time overall and the first time since 2003.

Senior Courtney Mangini finished as individual national runner-up 
on floor exercise and junior Elise Konikoff tied for second on vault. 
Sophomores Emily Nagy and Sarah Peters each earned two All-America 
honors, both on uneven bars and balance beam. Babjack was chosen as 
the Division III East Region Coach of the Year.

Baseball punches World Series ticket
The Red Dragons’ baseball team extended Division III’s longest active 

streak of NCAA tournament appearances to 22 and finished tied for fifth 
nationally at the NCAA World Series in Grand Chute, Wisconsin.

Junior pitcher Brandon McClain was named a first-team Division III 
All-American by the American Baseball Coaches Association (ABCA) 
and a third-team All-American by the web site D3baseball.com.

McClain also was named the ABCA/Rawlings Division III Gold Glove 
winner at the pitcher position. He finished the season with a 10-2 record, 
2.16 ERA and a team-high eight pickoffs.

P.J. Rinaldi, Most Outstanding Player of Cortland’s NCAA Regional, 
finished the season with a .372 batting average with two homers, 29 RBI 
and 26 runs. He struck out only nine times in 129 at-bats.

Head coach Joe Brown’s Red Dragons finished the season with a 36-10 
record — the team’s 10th straight season with at least 30 wins.

 
Wrestlers tie for sixth nationally

Led by sophomore Bobby Dierna’s national runner-up finish at 149 
pounds, Cortland tied for sixth place at the NCAA Division III Wrestling 
Championships this March in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Dierna advanced through his bracket at nationals with three wins 
before being edged, 4-2, in the title match. He ended the season with a 
26-4 record.

Dierna was one of three Red Dragon All-Americans along with 
sophomore Joe Giaramita, who placed sixth at 197 pounds, and junior 
Lou Puca, who finished seventh at 174 pounds.

Head coach Brad Bruhn’s team finished the year with a 13-4 
dual-match record. Cortland won its second straight NCAA Northeast 
Regional crown, and Bruhn was named both the Northeast Region and 
Empire Collegiate Wrestling Conference Coach of the Year.



C-Club names
Hall of Famers
Seven new members will be inducted into the 
SUNY Cortland C-Club Hall of Fame during its 
46th annual banquet Sept. 13. The 2014 
honorees are:

•  Ross Phelps ’43, a former Cortland soccer 
and tennis captain and a long-time Mont-
gomery County and Rensselaer/Columbia/
Greene Counties BOCES guidance director 

•  Jack Radzavicz ’59, a three-sport letter 
winner at Cortland and former football 
East-West All-Star Game participant who 
enjoyed a successful teaching and coaching 
career in the Cortland City School District

•  Gary Wilson ’68, a former Red Dragon track 
and field and cross country runner and the 
recently retired women’s cross country and 
track and field coach at the University of 
Minnesota

•  Joan Neuendorf ’83, a record-setting, 
11-time All-America swimmer at Cortland 
who has taught and coached at Suffern High 
School since 1983

•  David Cook ’91, a two-time All-American at 
Cortland in both football and men’s lacrosse 
and current director of athletics and boys’ 
lacrosse coach at Maine-Endwell High School 

•  Kirstjan “Kiki” Seago ’93, an All-America 
women’s basketball player and one of 
Cortland’s top career scorers and rebounders 
who currently teaches at Penn Yan Academy

•  Nate Leaman ’97, a former Red Dragon 
hockey player who ranks in the top 20 in 
school history in career assists and points 
and is the current men’s ice hockey coach at 
Providence College

To view the work of internationally 
acclaimed artist Wang Gongxin, people have 
traveled to exhibitions at venues such as the 
Museum of Modern Art in New York City, the 
Pompidou Centre in Paris and the Shanghai 
Museum in China. 

They could have just used the first-floor 
kitchen bathroom in the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY 
Cortland Alumni House. 

There, in a small alcove arching over the 
toilet, the walls are covered with delicate 
images of flowers and greenery, the handiwork 
of Gongxin when he was a visiting student 
from China attending SUNY Cortland in 1987 
and 1988. 

At the time the young artist was hired, the 
house was owned by a member of the wealthy 
Wickwire family, which built the elegant 
mansion in 1912. Two owners later, the house 
belongs to the SUNY Cortland Alumni 
Association and is a focal point for campus, 
community and alumni events.

It was during his time in SUNY Cortland’s 
Art and Art History Department that Gongxin 
was first exposed to computer-generated video 
art. That experience, along with the western 
cultural influences he soaked up at Cortland, led 
him to introduce video art in China and 
eventually become a globally respected artist. 

Gongxin returned to Cortland this spring to 
accept an honorary doctorate of fine arts from 
SUNY during Commencement. A reception for 
him and the other 2014 honorary degree 
recipient — Barbara J. Ryan ’74, an international 

leader in the 
field of satellite 
imaging and 
climate change 
— was held at 
the house. 
Gongxin 
recognized that 
it was the same 
mansion he had 
helped decorate 
more than a 
quarter of a 
century earlier. 

“Somehow 
he was intro-
duced to the 
owner of our 
house and she 
commissioned 
him to paint the murals on the walls of the 
washroom on the east side of the main floor,” 
said Gary DeBolt ’73, president of the alumni 
association. “And here he was back in our house 
these many years later. What a great story. And 
what a very nice man.”

Toward the end of November, Gongxin’s 
work also will be on display in the newly 
renovated Dowd Gallery. He and his wife, Lin 
Tianmiao — one of China’s leading installation 
artists — donated their only collaborative work 
of art to the College in recognition of the 
school’s long-lasting influence on their work. 
Check the SUNY Cortland website —  
cortland.edu — for information later this fall. 

Loo or Louvre?
Alumni House offers both in one room

Is the Alumni House calling you?

Celebrated artist and 2014 
honorary degree recipient 
Wang Gongxin stands in 
a Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY 
Cortland Alumni House 
bathroom he decorated more 
than 25 years ago when he was 
a visiting student at the College. 

The SUNY Cortland Alumni Association is looking for a new general 
manager to oversee the operations of this elegant, century-old mansion, 
which hosts College and alumni events and serves as a high-quality 
bed-and-breakfast and wedding venue. 

Richard Coyne ’07, the former general manager, has been 
promoted to alumni and advancement officer in the College’s 
Division of Institutional Advancement. 

There’s history in the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House. 
There’s also opportunity. 

“As general manager of one of Central New York’s finest gems I gained 
valuable career experience in hospitality while helping the house become a 
premier regional facility,” Coyne said. “And I did it all while showing pride 
for my alma mater.”

SUNY Cortland currently employs more than 250 alumni. For more 
information on this and other positions, go to cortland.edu/employment.
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Alumni Ambassadors
Get ready to connect with alumni down the 
road and across the country. The Alumni 
Association needs you to be an ambassador. 
There are so many ways to get connected: 
attend an upcoming event, become involved 
in a local chapter, return to campus as an 
alumni speaker, join the Red Dragon Welcome 
Wagon or support Cortland by sharing as an 
Online Ambassador. Log into the Red Dragon 
Network reddragonnetwork.org to find out 
how to reconnect and stay involved. 

Jets Camp
The New York Jets will be back in Cortland 
this summer. Exciting opportunities for 
alumni and fans will be available during their 
training camp. Look for more information at 
cortland.edu/nyjets.

Kennedy Library
On Saturday, Aug. 16, come tour the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum and 
enjoy lunch with fellow alumni, family and 
friends in the Boston area.

‘Welcome to the City’ events
Look for “Welcome to the City” events on 
Thursday, Aug. 21. Various cities will be hosting 
events to welcome alumni to the area. For 
information about specific locations and 
events, visit Cortland.edu/alumni. 

Binghamton Mets 
The Southern Tier Chapter invites you to join 
them for their annual picnic and Binghamton 
Mets game on Saturday, Aug. 23. During the 
game you will be invited up to the Maines 
Skybox where President Erik J. Bitterbaum will 
host you and your guests for drinks and 
dessert. Finish the evening off with a fireworks 
display. Don’t miss out on this great opportu-
nity to network with alumni and reconnect 
with SUNY Cortland.

C-Club Hall of Fame
Come celebrate the C-Club Hall of Fame 
Weekend during Homecoming on Thursday, 
Sept. 12, and Friday, Sept. 13. The C-Club will be 
inducting new members and honoring the 
“Classic Teams Reunion: The Julie Lenhart 
Softball Era.” Look for invitations to attend. 
Alumni are welcome to return to Cortland for 
Homecoming activities. Visit the Red Dragon 
Network for additional information.  

‘Family Day at the Zoo’
Alumni will gather at the Rosamond Gifford 
Zoo in Syracuse for a family-friendly event on 
Saturday, Sept. 13. Lunch will be provided, and 
a scavenger hunt and other fun interactive zoo 
activities for the kids are planned. Enjoy SUNY 
Cortland alumni giveaways and each child will 
receive their own Red Dragon plush toy! 

Presidential events
Join College President Erik J. Bitterbaum for 
one of his “President on the Road” events in 
New York state. Bitterbaum will visit Albany, 
Buffalo, New York City and other locations 
throughout the year to bring SUNY Cortland 
to you. Look for more information online in 
the Red Dragon Network. 

Cortaca Jug
Come back to SUNY Cortland for the “biggest 
little game in the nation” on Saturday, Nov. 15. 
Interested in hosting a your own get-together? 
Contact the Alumni Affairs Office for more 
information on how to obtain your own 
“Cortaca in a Crate.” Select chapters and 
regions also will host Cortaca viewing parties. 
Be sure to support your Red Dragons!

Philanthropy Week
The week sets aside a time during the 
academic year to thank those who contribute 
to the next generation of Red Dragons. From 
Nov. 10-14, alumni, faculty, staff and students 
will join together to honor the time, talent and 
treasure that makes our community great and 
enables life-changing experiences. 

For a complete listing of all upcoming alumni 
events both regionally and on campus, visit 
cortland.edu/adventures.

‘Brigadoon’ returns
Members of the original 1967 cast 
of “Brigadoon” — the very first 
performance in Dowd Fine Arts 
Center Theatre — have been 
invited back to be honored during 
the Fall 2014 production of the 
same show. The Oct. 24 opening of 
“Brigadoon” will be the first musical 
performed in the newly renovated 
Dowd Fine Arts Center. The show had 
originally been planned for this spring, but 
was rescheduled due to construction delays. 
Alumni returning for the fall production can 
participate in an open house and behind-
the-scenes tour of the newly renovated 

Dowd Center and an hors d’oeuvres 
reception in the gallery atrium. Discounted 
tickets will be available for alumni who 
preregister for the Saturday, Oct. 25 evening 
performance.
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We need your help! 
Sign up to call friends and provide feedback on activities planned by visiting cortland.edu/reunion.

Alumni Reunion 2014

was a blast!

See the photos at cortland.edu/reunion.

JOIN US FOR THE LARGEST ALUMNI CELEBRATION OF THE YEAR!

Come share in class celebrations, campus tours, golf, theater and the new 
favorite — Brews and Barbecue — at the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland 
Alumni House. This big, Red Dragon party features barbecue fare, craft beers 
and entertainment and is open to all alumni. 

You can learn more, see which groups are featured and book your hotel 
room by visiting cortland.edu/reunion.  

It won’t be the same without you!  Save the dates today.


